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The Aiea/Pearl City Legislators hosted a Senior Fair 

on Saturday, October 21 at Pearlridge Uptown 
Center.  Informational brochures and goodies were 

provided by different groups and organizations. 
Thank you to Senator David Ige and staff, and all 

the groups who participated. 
Top Right:  Penny and Senator Sakamoto, William 

and Helen Ho , members of the American Association 
of Retired Persons – AARP. 

White Cane Safety D ay 
October 13 

 

Left:  Senator Sakamoto and Dennis Ling  (Lions Club) 
were among many of the participants who joined blind 
and visually impaired persons and their supporters in a 
walk through downtown to remind motorists to yield for 

pedestrians. 

Our prayers and warmest appreciation go out to the courageous men  and women of our 
armed forces who are currently serving and those wh o have served. 

Civic Responsibility  
 

Castle and Cooke Hawaii along with the Department of 
Education sponsored a "Make a Difference" Poster Contest.  
Students were requested to use their artistic talent to show 

how they have made a difference in their community.  
Senator Sakamoto was honored to be selected as one of 

the judges (see bottom right photo) . The contest winners 
will be invited to a special awards ceremony at the State 

Capitol on Monday, November 27.  
 



 

Senator Norman Sakamoto, Chair Senate Committee on Education and Military Affairs 
Senator 15th District 

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 230 ·  Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Phone: 808-586-8585 ·  Fax: 808-586-8588 ·  Email: sensakamoto@capitol.hawaii.gov 

Website:  www.normansakamoto.com  
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Community Associations 
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On October 10, a public school teacher was arrested for 
allegedly selling nearly a pound of "ice" (crystal 

methamphetamine) while at school.  Shortly afterwards, the 
Department of Education acknowledged that it does not 

require its teachers to undergo drug testing. 
A few days later in a Honolulu Advertiser article, Senator 

Sakamoto noted that the problem of drug abuse cuts across 
the spectrum of society.  Testing teachers for drugs would 

be one means of keeping our schools drug free.  In the 
2007 legislative session, he plans to introduce a bill that 

would require: (1) random testing for current teachers and 
(2) mandatory testing for new teachers. 

 

What are your thoughts about these issues? 
Send Senator Sakamoto an email 

sensakamoto@capitol.hawaii.gov 
 

More issue briefs and commentary by Senator Sakamoto  
are available on our website 

www.normansakamoto.com 
 

 

Although Hawaii was fortunate to have not suffered any 
deaths or serious injuries from the recent 6.7 magnitude 

earthquake, there was a need for the government to 
communicate better with the public. 

   In any emergency, it is essential that our government 
communicates with the public.  The Legislature should look 

at the various ways to improve on responsiveness. The 
Civil Defense should have been prepared to go on the air – 
on the hour, every hour – until the emergency has passed.  

HECO should have continued informing the public the 
approximate time power would be restored until the last 

remaining areas had their power back.  Keeping the public 
in the dark, both literally and metaphorically, is not good 

politics. 
 


