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January 2007 

Soon after the 2006 elections, the Legislature began the process of selecting its 
leadership and making committee assignments.  As a result of the reorganization, our 
committee responsibilities changed.  We will continue to chair the Senate Committee 
on Education.  The committee has been expanded to include both lower education 
(Department of Education) and higher education (University of Hawaii).  We will miss 
having oversight over Military Affairs.   
 

On January 17th, the 24th Legislature will open.  We look forward to an exciting and 
productive session.  Below is a list of our staff members who will be assisting you 
during this 2007 legislative session: 

·  Cherry Torres , Office Manager 
 

·  Leatrice Galicinao , Legislative Assistant 
 

·  Jacob Ng , Committee Clerk 
 

·  Erin Conner , Assistant Committee Clerk 
 

·  Robert Arakaki , Legislative Researcher 
 

·  Allen Awaya , Legislative Aide 
 

·  Andrew Lee , UH Legislative Intern 

Penny and Norman 



 

Senator Norman Sakamoto, Chair Senate Committee on Education  
Senator 15th District 

Hawaii State Capitol, Room 230 ·  Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Phone: 808-586-8585 ·  Fax: 808-586-8588 ·  Email: sensakamoto@capitol.hawaii.gov 

Website:  www.normansakamoto.com 
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Community Associations 
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Mark Your Calendars! 
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In October 2006, the Hawaii Business 
Roundtable and the Pacific Resource 
Partnership released the findings of a 
statewide public opinion survey they 
sponsored.   
 
The survey yielded three major findings:  
(1) reducing illegal drug use rose to the top of 
public concern 
(2) providing funds to public schools remained 
near the top 
(3) the majority favored investing the tax 
surplus in public education over a one time 
cash rebate.   
 
In the 2007 session, supporting public 
education will be one of the Legislature's top 
priorities.  The survey found that 84 percent 
regarded repairing school facilities a priority.  
We will continue to press for funds needed to 
eliminate our public schools' longstanding 
repair and maintenance backlog.   
 
We will also press for legislation that will 
reduce illegal drug use everywhere, but 
especially in our public schools.  We will seek 
to use the anticipated tax surplus wisely and 
prudently for the long-term benefit of the State 
of Hawaii. 
 
Our schools, our teachers, and more 
importantly, our students, are among the best 
places where we can invest taxpayers' money.   
 


